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AFRICA DAY 2011 
 

Africa Day is the annual commemoration of the 1963 founding of the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), presently recognized as the African Union (AU). The African Union, comprised of 53 
member states, has brought together the continent of Africa to collectively address the challenges it 
has faced such as armed conflict, climate change, and poverty.  
The vision of the African Union is that of: “An integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by 
its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in the global arena.” 
This year, the New York celebration of Africa Day took as its theme “Africa and the Diaspora,” 
recognizing the enormous resources and contributions of the many millions of Africans living outside 
their native continent. As in 2010, the program is organized by the African Union in partnership with 
the Universal Peace Federation. Special thanks and appreciation are due to the hard working African 
Ambassadors Spouses Group, who have once again prepared a veritable feast of the best of Africa’s 
food and culture. 

The Universal Peace Federation (UPF) is an NGO in special consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council with the United Nations. Actively engaged with programs throughout Africa, UPF 
is working with the African Union to help in the eradication of the Tsetse Fly ("sleeping sickness") 
disease. Other UPF programs in Africa include our character education curriculum, Discovering the Real 
Me and social service programs operated through the Religious Youth Service and the International 
Relief Friendship Foundation. 
UPF has chapters in over 150 nations and many chapters celebrate Africa Day each year, as well as the 
United Nations International Day of Families, the UN Day of Peace, and other commemorative days.  
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Africa Day 2011 Celebrated in New York 
More than 600 top dignitaries from the African Union and the United Nations, NGOs, their families and 
friends gathered for the 48th celebration of Africa Day at the Manhattan Center in New York on May 31st, 
2011, with the innovative theme “Africa and the Diaspora” recognizing the contributions of tens of millions 
of Africans now living outside their native homeland. 

African Union, UN and UPF representatives with the celebration cake for the 48th Africa Day in New York 
“Our celebration here in New York is a particularly special one as we also celebrate the Year of People of
African Descent,” said His Excellency Ambassador Téte António, Ambassador and Permanent Observer of
the African Union mission to the UN. “We have therefore joined our efforts in a very exemplary partnership
between the Observer Mission of the African Union to the United Nations, the Group of African
Ambassadors Spouses and UPF to draw attention to what at the African Union, we call the ‘Sixth Region’ of 
Africa, namely the African Diaspora.” 

H.E. Mr. Téte António, Ambassador and  
Permanent Observer of the African Union to the UN 

H.E. Mr. Anatolio Ndong Mba, 
representing the Chair of the African Union 

A comprehensive statement on the wider Africa Day focus of “Accelerating Youth Empowerment for 
Sustainable Development” was given by H.E. Mr. Anatolio Ndong Mba, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Equatorial Guinea to the United Nations, and Representative of the Chairman of the AU.  
“It is the greatest wish of the Chairman of the African Union H.E. Mr. Obiang Nguema Mbasogo that Africa 
as a whole utilizes rationally the enormous natural resources which it has been endowed by God Almighty for
the benefit of all the people and that this wealth be shared,” said Ambassador Mba. 
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The integration and empowerment of Africa’s enormous youth population will be crucial to the future of
Africa, he declared. By 2020, 70% of the population will be under 20 years old, but one of the main problems 
facing all African nations is the loss of their best and brightest youth to other continents. 
“We look forward to the coming African Union summit, for the adoption of necessary strategies to facilitate
the integration of youth in the sustainable development of Africa,” reported Ambassador Mba. “In view of 
limiting, if not putting an end to the exodus of our youth to the developed countries seeking prosperity, we 
must fight the current appearance of a divided Africa, and work jointly to achieve common goals.” 

Dr. Taj Hamad, 
Secretary General, UPF 

H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss, 
President, United Nations General Assembly 

“Africa represents a real force,” said H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss, the President of the UN General Assembly. “My 
recent visits tell me that Africa is not only reshaping our global agenda, Africa is indeed at the heart of our
global agenda, our challenge as well as our hope for a better tomorrow.” The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon was also represented at the event by his Chef de Cabinet, Mr. Vijay Nambiar. 
 

A packed house at the Manhattan Center in New York City listens to the message of the African Union. 

The Universal Peace Federation was represented by Secretary General Taj Hamad. “We are proud of the 
deliverables from our partnership with the African Union,” he said. “Based on our MOU signed in Addis 
Ababa, UPF has introduced groups of donors who traveled to Africa and pledged their support for the
eradication of sleeping sickness, and pledged to build one thousand schools throughout Africa.” 
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Dr. Hamad also reported about UPF’s ongoing educational efforts in Africa, which include character
education for youth, service projects, HIV/AIDS programs and International Leadership Conferences which
promote good governance for parliamentarians and other civic and community leaders. UPF chapters 
throughout the world also celebrated Africa Day with programs focusing on freedom, democracy, human
rights, culture, sports, health and other topics.  
“Let Africa develop and shine with the light of knowledge and experience,” he concluded. “It is our privilege
and duty to serve, since as our UPF founders often remind us, ‘those who receive the light will indebted to the 
light. Please give and give, forget that you have given and give again, with the heart of a parent and in the
shoes of a servant.’” 

H.E. Mr. Raymond Wolfe,  
Ambassador of Jamaica 

Mrs. Hadiza Maty Guiet Abani 
Chair, UN African Ambassadors Spouses Group 

Mrs. Hadiza Maty Guiet Abani, the wife of the Ambassador of Niger and President of the UN African 
Ambassadors Spouses Group, recognized and thanked the many volunteers who had helped make the evening
a success by preparing food, entertainment, serving as ushers or with registration, and in many other ways. 
H.E. Mr. Raymond Wolfe, Ambassador of Jamaica and Chair of the Permanent Memorial Committee to 
Honor Victims of Slavery, spoke about the importance of the African Diaspora. “We want to draw attention 
to one of the most impactful—and tragic—aspects of our history, the transatlantic slave trade,” he said. In his 
appeal for support for the UN memorial, Wolfe said that it would honor the millions who lost their lives to 
slavery and would be a visible symbol of the world’s resolve that nothing like that should ever happen again. 
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to one of the most impactful—and tragic—aspects of our history, the transatlantic slave trade,” he said. In his 
appeal for support for the UN memorial, Wolfe said that it would honor the millions who lost their lives to 
slavery and would be a visible symbol of the world’s resolve that nothing like that should ever happen again. 



A Feast of Food and Culture 

After all the speeches and ceremonies were concluded, Mrs. Mirriam Omala-Gauvin of the African Union, the 
emcee for the evening, invited the expectant crowd to enjoy a feast of food and culture. “Africa is known for
its diversity,” she said, “and this is definitely true for its cuisine as well!”  
The more than sixty dishes included yellow rice, a specialty of Madagascar, rice couscous from Burkina Faso
and kofta meat from Sudan, the matapa of Mozambique featuring cassava leaves, brabousko from Niger, fish 
from Angola, Morocco, and Somalia. Angola, Equatorial Guinea, and Tunisia all provided whole roast lamb. 
Konafa from Egypt, and dozens of other sweet dishes rounded off a splendid banquet. 

Emcee Mrs. Mirriam Omala-Gauvin A toast for Africa Day 2011 
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Music, Song, and Dance 

Following the meal, the evening was given over to celebration, with performers from five sub-regions of 
Africa and the Caribbean, representing the Diaspora, warming up the audience for an evening of dance.  

From North Africa came the Egyptian Tanoura Sufi dancers, whose swirling skirts told of humanity’s endless 
quest to find peace with God. In contrast, the amusing Bakisimba Nanksa Muwogola dance from Uganda tells 
the story of how a king and a country found pleasure and happiness through the fortuitous discovery of
banana beer. One by one, the regions of Africa demonstrated their unique cultural and traditional heritage. 
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The South was well represented by interpretive dance from Mozambique, African drums from South Africa, 
and the borankana dances from Botswana, sometimes used to heal the sick or celebrate a successful hunt or 
harvest. West Africa featured Abdoulaye Toure from Niger and Edo Identity from Nigeria, and the Central 
Region featured a musical and dance medley showcasing the rich and diversified aspect of these peoples. 

 
Dancers from the Central Africa subregion Borankana dancers from Botswana 

From the Caribbean came members from the St. Lucia folklore association, who pride themselves as premier
ambassadors from the tiny island nation, followed by TaMo, a Jamaican musician whose well-crafted lyrics and 
distinctive vocal delivery have earned favorable comparison to the great Bob Marley. Finally, the tables were
pushed back and the dancing began! 

Transworld Performing Arts Ensemble Drummers from South Africa 

Edo ensemble from Nigeria TaMo from Jamaica 
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Remarks of  H.E. Mr. Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, Chair of  the African Union
delivered by H.E. Mr. Anatolio Ndong Mba
Integrating youth empowerment and sustainable development coincides with the declaration of  2011 as the Inter-
national Year of  Youth and the adoption in 2006 of  the African Youth Charter that takes into account that youth 
under age 35 constitute 62% of  the population of  Africa and that by the year 2020, 70% of  the African population 
will be less than 20 years of  age. These are important statistics for African countries and a source of  new and strong 
dynamism. The African Union Youth Volunteer Corps will hold its second session on 13 June in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, the next venue for the African Union summit. 

For H.E. Mr. Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, current chairman of  the African Union, it is a condition sine qua non that 
that institutional scenario for guaranteeing the political, economic, and cultural rights of  people and the coming gen-
erations of  youth is a pluralistic democratic system which allows the majority of  the population to participate in the 
management of  public affairs.

The exercise of  democracy should be based on respect for the idiosyncrasies and cultural values that characterize 
each nation. We therefore look to the coming African Union summit to adopt strategies to facilitate the integration 
of  youth in Africa’s sustainable development, limiting, if  not putting an end to, the exodus of  our youth to the devel-
oped countries in search of  prosperity as well as recuperating our intellectuals from the Diaspora.

A February 3, 2003 protocol on an Amendment of  the Constitutive Act of  the African Union encourages the full 
participation of  the Diaspora as important components in building the African Union: “the inclusion of  the Dias-
pora brought in a symbolic sixth region of  African descendants that are scattered and dispersed all over the globe.” It 
also defined Africa as a spiritual rather than geographic entity. That spiritual dimension had always been present but 
it was always coterminous with the geographical expression. The sixth symbolic region redefined and expanded that 
reality in a concrete and material sense. 

Consequently, the African Union set out to build bridges across the Atlantic and to consult with the African Dias-
pora in the United States. The first meeting, in 
October 2010, brought together several Diaspora 
organizations and allowed for an interactive and 
informative format with the wider Diaspora. The 
second New York Forum consultation, on 27 April 
2011, reviewed the Man- date Report of  the Afri-
can Union Diaspora Task Team elected in October 
2010. It brought together a cross-section of  Diaspora organizations and discussed ways forward in light of  recent 
developments of  the African Union Diaspora. 

Here we have distinguished guests for the African Diaspora and we wish to acknowledge their presence. These are 
individuals of  tremendous will and resolve, working tirelessly to change the societies they live in for the better. H.E. 
Ambassador Raymond Wolfe will talk about the Permanent Memorial to honor victims of  slavery and the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade; this is an occasion to say “Never again” to this horrendous deed and recognize the triumph of  
the human spirit over all hardship. As we celebrate together the Year of  People of  African Descent, it is important 
to honor and recognize all the achievements of  our brothers and sisters from the Diaspora and celebrate this Africa 
Day together as one people.

May 25 remembers this struggle in which Pan African political leaders, scientists, and thinkers awakened the con-
science of  the international community to the rights of  African peoples to independence, dignity, and their own 
culture and to dispose their own resources. 

We remember those leaders, founding fathers, heroes, and martyrs of  the struggle of  Africa against colonialism, 
Apartheid, and all tendencies to perpetuate foreign domination on our continent. Today we remember all our brave 
soldiers who have fallen in the struggle to stifle conflicts in Africa and elsewhere. In their memory, we ask everyone 
to please stand up and observe a minute of  silence. 

The transition of  the Organization of  African Unity to the African Union was never a rejection of  the philosophy 
and principles of  Pan-Africanism but rather a vision of  an Africa that is more united and determined to play its role 
as a leading exponent in international relations. The principles of  the African Union do not mean giving up coopera-

“The role played by the Diaspora 
cannot be underestimated. They play 

prominent roles in the development of 
their countries of origin.”



StatementS

H.E. Mr. Téte António, Permanent Observer of  the African Union to the UN
I had the opportunity this year to celebrate Africa Day in Addis Ababa on May 25th under the leadership of  the Chair 
of  the Union, President Obiang Nguema Mnasogo of  Equatorial Guinea. The main theme this year is devoted to 
the youth, namely, Accelerating Youth empowerment for sustainable development. As you know, youth in Africa constitute 62% 
of  the general population of  Africa who are less than 35 years of  age. By the year 2020, 70% of  the population will 
be young people of  less than 20 years.

This day in New York is particularly a special one as we also celebrate the Year of  People of  African Descent. We 
have therefore joined our efforts in a very exemplary partnership between the Observer Mission of  the African 
Union to the United Nations, the Group of  African Ambassadors Spouses and UPF to create the conditions for this 
event which is aimed at paying a particular attention to what is called at the African Union, the Sixth Region, meaning 
the African Diaspora.  This is also a valuable occasion to mobilize opinion on the project of  a Permanent memorial 
to honor victims of  slavery and Trans-Atlantic slave trade. H.E. Ambassador Wolfe, Permanent Representative of  
Jamaica to the United Nations, will speak about this very important subject.

Let’s build this bridge between Africa and its Diaspora as current challenges faced by the continent call for our unity, 
the same unity which made our political independence possible thanks to the winds of  freedom and panafricanism 
which came from the African Diaspora. Particular tribute is paid to those great sons of  the African Diaspora who 
contributed significantly to this achievement. Today we therefore remember great names such as WEB Du Bois, 
Marcus Garvey, Martin Luther King Jr., Toussaint l’Ouverture, Malcolm X, Langston Hughes, Aimé Césaire, and all 
the great sons thanks to whom we stand here today. Happy Africa Day! 

Mrs. Hadiza Maty Guiet Abani, Chair, UN African Ambassadors Spouses Group
We, the spouses of  the African Ambassadors at the United Nations are grateful and humbled by this opportunity 
to host, in conjunction with the African Union and the Universal Peace Federation, so many of  you today at the 
unique event dedicated to Africa, our motherland. Africans have common and strong values of  solidarity, hospitality, 
generosity, sharing and brotherhood, which unite us like one people with common destiny. Therefore, today’s 
happening is an opportunity to celebrate the spirit of  African Unity. We thank our performers and ushers for their 
participation to make this day possible.

Sukurran, Assante saana, Moungode,  Ir Sabou, Siyabonga Kakhulu, Abuy Akiba! Thank you and enjoy!

tion with our traditional partners in America, Asia, Europe, and other regions of  the world. Africa needs a union of  
political values, cultures, and economic structures capable of  competing in international currents. Therefore, we must 
fight the current appearance of  a divided Africa and work for common goals and leverage international transactions.

Following political independence, African States have the responsibility to chart their own destiny and vindicate their 
solidarity with the international community. Moreover, Africa must be allowed to assume the main role in solving the 
problems that affect its States and advocate for the peaceful solution of  the conflicts as the only way to avoid suffer-
ing and unnecessary loss of  lives. With this perspective, Africa must fight to become a place of  peace in the world. 

In this regard, we deplore the persistence of  armed conflict and outbreaks of  instability that cause loss of  human life 
in some African countries. We call on the parties to such conflicts to cease hostilities immediately. Africa must look 
to the future with optimism and confidence and lay the institutional foundations to guarantee the basic rights of  its 
citizens and to ensure a positive legacy for future generations.

On this Africa Day, it is the greatest wish of  the Chairman of  the African Union H.E Mr. Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 
that Africa utilizes rationally the enormous natural resources which it has been endowed by God Almighty for the 
benefit of  all the people and that this wealth be shared among all the African countries to accelerate development.

We express our profound gratitude to the Group of  the African Ambassadors Spouses for organizing this event, as 
in previous years. To our colleagues of  the African Union Permanent Observer Mission, to all those here this evening 
to celebrate this important and historic occasion, to all the artists who will perform here tonight, to the media which 
cover this event, and all who directly or indirectly contributed to this celebration, long live the African Union! Long 
live African youth! Long live the African Diaspora!



StatementS

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
On Africa Day, we recognize the people and promise of  Africa. The continent has just experienced a decade of  
rapid economic growth – a stark contrast to the stagnation and reversals of  previous years. Many of  the world’s 
fastest-growing economies are in sub-Saharan Africa, and attractive investment opportunities are proliferating. 
Africa has also made gains in consolidating democracy. The United Nations will continue to support the African 
people’s efforts to realize their right to choose their own leaders and ensure that elections are a route to peace, not 
violence.

I am marking Africa Day this year with a visit to the continent aimed at mobilizing global support for reducing 
child and maternal mortality rates. Progress in this area has been slower than it is on all the other Millennium 
Development Goals, despite proven policies, practices and technologies. Our new Global Strategy for Women’s 
and Children’s Health aims to save millions of  lives by bringing together all relevant partners and scaling up what 
works, including many home-grown African strategies for success.

The theme of  this year’s observance – “Accelerating Youth 
Empowerment for Sustainable Development” – highlights 
one of  Africa’s greatest untapped resources: its young peo-
ple. Africa is the world’s youngest continent; 70 per cent of  
the population is under the age of  30. Despite advances in 
education and economic growth, progress remains fragile, 
inequalities are widespread and young Africans face major 
difficulties in finding decent jobs and participating in deci-
sion-making. 

In North Africa earlier this year, the lack of  such freedoms was among the factors that led young people to take 
to the streets demanding change and fulfillment of  their legitimate aspirations for better lives. Empowering youth 
is essential for sustainable economic growth and sustainable management of  the earth’s ecosystems and resources; 
the clear challenge for many countries now is to pay just as much attention to sustainable political progress.

As Africans strive to overcome threats to peace and development, the continent will continue to need strong and 
dedicated support from all its partners. On Africa Day, let us reaffirm our commitment to work in partnership 
with Africans of  all ages to realize their potential by building an environment conducive to prosperity, democracy 
and peace.

“Empowering youth is essential 
for sustainable economic 
growthand sustainable  

management”

H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss, President, United Nations General Assembly
First and foremost, I would like to thank the African Ambassadors’ Spouses Group and the African Union for 
inviting me.  

As we celebrate Africa Day, this event, today in New York, clearly shows how resilient, dignified, and generous Af-
rican men and women are everywhere. We, in the international community, are reminded that we are all members 
of  the same global village, and that we must strive to care for each other.

As I travel regularly to the mother of  all continents, my recent visits tell me that Africa is not only reshaping our 
global agenda, Africa is indeed at the heart of  our global agenda, our challenge as well as our hope for a better 
tomorrow.

A continent of  more than 50 nations, Africa represents a real force in the General Assembly. With their Carib-
bean sisters and brothers, Africans truly constitute a formidable group to be reckoned with in the United Nations 
General Assembly.

Today, however, we are not focusing on politics or Millennium Development Goals. We are focusing on having a 
big party. A gathering among friends. As it is often said in African cities and villages, you cannot claim to be some-
one’s friend if  you have not shared with him or her a meal. That is a good start.
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